
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California  

Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 6:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Clare, Haines, 
Meredith and Shelton. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, Assistant City Manager Behrmann, Deputy City Clerk Cory, 
City Attorney Rudolph, Community Development Director Campion and Human Resources Administrator 
Islas. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS   The clerk announced that under Government Code Section 54954.3, members of 
the audience could address the council on any agenda item before or during the council's consideration of the 
item.  She advised the location of the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior 
to addressing council and advised that each person had a five minute time limit. 
 
ADJOURN TO SPECIAL CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
  
1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION pursuant to and under 
 the authority of Government Code Section 54956.9(a) 

 
Chris Smith v City of Galt, Case # 34-2008-80000179-CU-WM-GDS. 

 
2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION: Significant 

exposure to litigation pursuant to Section 54956.9(b) - Two potential cases. 
 
3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION pursuant to and under 

the authority of Government Code Section 54956.9(a) 
 

Workers Compensation Claim of Concepcion Ramos, Case # SAC 327100 
 
4. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION pursuant to and under the authority of 

Government Code Section 54957 
 

City Manager 
 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION:  The council reconvened to open session at 7:00 p.m. at which time 
the city attorney announced there was no reportable action on Items 1, 2, and 3 and that Item 4 had been 
postponed to the next meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 7:01 p..m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Sue Cory 
Deputy City Clerk 
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 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 
 Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 7:00 pm 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Clare, Haines, 
Meredith, Shelton. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, Assistant City Manager Behrmann, Deputy City Clerk Cory 
Community Development Director Campion, Public Works Director Halladay, City Attorney Rudolph, Chief 
of Police Cattolico, Finance Director Kiriu, Human Resources Administrator Islas, and Parks and Recreation 
Director Jeffries. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES - Silent prayer was observed, the flag salute was recited and the video statement 
was read by the deputy city clerk. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS – Payne pulled item D3 for discussion.  
Meredith asked that items L2 and L3 be moved forward to before Presentations. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - The clerk announced that members of the audience could address the council on 
any matter which is not on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction.  She advised the location of 
the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior to addressing council and advised 
that each person would have a five minute time limit to speak.  
 
Gene Davenport commended City Manager Anderson for his management of the City and felt that it was 
Anderson’s leadership that had kept the City in the black.  He also said he approved of the council action to 
approve the COLA for the employees. 
 
Clifton Loftin, Galt resident, commented on the recent salary increase given to City of Galt employees and he 
recommended the City as an employer.  He also commented on the increased utility rate and sales tax.  He 
stated it was better to work in Galt than live here. 
 
Tom Santillan invited the council and the community to a Galt High School band fundraiser. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR - Consisting of Items 1 through 5, excluding item D3 which were pulled for 
discussion. 
 
1.  SUBJECT: Minutes of special and regular meeting of April 7, 2009. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council accept the minutes as submitted. 
 
2. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Warrants. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council approve the warrants as submitted. 
 
4. SUBJECT: Credit card processing fees. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-34 authorizing city 
departments to  process payments collected via credit card, debit card, and online check processing at 
no additional charge to our customers.  
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5. SUBJECT:  Proclamation recognizing the Performing Animal Welfare Society – PAWS’ 
 twenty five years of service. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council approve the proclamation as presented. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Clare, seconded by Meredith, the consent calendar was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
CONSENT ITEM D3 
 
3. SUBJECT: Measure R transactions and use tax information. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-35 authorizing 
Hinderliter, De Llamas and Associates (HDL) access to transactions and use tax records pursuant to 
Government Code section 7056. 
 
Kiriu gave a staff report.  Payne asked if HDL researched possible lost sales tax revenue at the Galt 
Market.  Kiriu stated it was difficult to research at the Market because it was difficult to distinguish 
between wholesale and retail sales.  Meredith felt 25% was too high a charge for recovered revenue 
and suggested that the proposal be re-negotiated at 15%.   
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Clare, Resolution No. 2009-35 was adopted with Meredith 
dissenting. 
 
CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
 
2. SUBJECT: Appointment to the Public Safety Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the city council review the changes to the Public Safety Committee 
bylaws adding an alternate position and if deemed appropriate, approve the new bylaws. It is then 
recommended that, if the bylaws are approved, the city council makes an appointment for the 
alternate position to the Public Safety Committee. 
 
Cory gave a staff report.  Shelton suggested the term for the alternate should be two years.   
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Shelton, seconded by Haines, the amended bylaws incorporating an alternate 
position with a two year term was approved with Meredith dissenting. 
 
 Haines recommended Vuinovic.  Meredith recommended Dunton for the alternate position.   
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Haines, seconded by Shelton, Vuinovic was selected to serve as alternate with 
Payne and Meredith dissenting. 
 
3. SUBJECT: Measure R Citizens’ Oversight Committee appointments. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the city council review the letters of interest, and if appropriate, make 
appointments to the Measure R Citizens’ Oversight Committee, three appointments for two year 
terms and two appointments for three year terms. 
 
Cory gave a staff report.  Council then nominated members for the committee. 
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Shelton – Eugene Pinasco 
Haines – Dave Dahlgren 
Meredith – Gene Davenport 
Payne – Suzanne Roberts 
Clare – Marylou Powers 
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Clare, seconded by Meredith, the nominated committee members were 
approved with Dahlgren and Pinasco serving three year terms and the remainder two year terms. 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 
1. Proclamation recognizing PAWS’ twenty five years of service.  Council Member Clare presented Pat 

Derby and Ed Steward with a proclamation and thanked them for their many years of service to 
captive wildlife. 

 
2. National Real Estate Council Services - David Lal, President and Linda Bagnall.  Mr. Lal stated he 

would like to work toward a partnership with the City to inform those facing foreclosure about 
options available to them.  He indicated his organization offered free seminars.  Haines indicated his 
interest in the service provide by the National Real Estate Council and thanked Lal for attending the 
council meeting. 

 
3. Newly designed city website – Matt Marcotte, IT Coordinator.  Marcotte reviewed the new website 

and informed council that it would be online by the following Friday.  Meredith asked staff to 
research the cost of changing the City website name. 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS  
 
SCHEDULED MATTERS - PUBLIC HEARING
 
ORDINANCES 
 
1. SUBJECT: Proposed ordinance amending Chapter 3.40 of the Galt Municipal Code entitled “Special 

Transaction and Use Tax for Police Services” to delete section 3.40.140 and renumber the subsequent 
sections of the chapter. 

 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council introduce Ordinance No. 2009-05 amending Chapter 
 3.40 of the Galt Municipal Code, and waive the first reading. 
 
 Rudolph gave a staff report. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Payne; Ordinance No. 2009-05 was introduced with 
Clare and Haines absent. 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT
 
1. SUBJECT: Identity theft prevention program.  
 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-36 accepting the identity 

theft prevention program as required by the Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction (FACT) Act of 
2003. 

 
 Account Manager Neeley gave a staff report. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Meredith, Resolution No. 2009-36 was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
2. SUBJECT: Purchasing Policy revision.  

RECOMMENDATION: That the city council approve the revised purchasing policy attached to the 
staff report. 
 
Kiriu gave a staff report reviewing proposed changes to the policy.  Clare asked if there was language 
in the policy that prevented breaking down a purchase into several purchase orders to avoid going out 
to bid.  Kiriu indicated that was covered in the policy.  Payne thanked Kiriu for the inclusion of the 
local preference option. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Clare, the amended purchase policy was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
3. SUBJECT: Ordinance amending Chapters 13.04 Water, 14.04 Wastewater, and 8.16 Garbage. 

RECOMMENDATION: That city council approve amendments to Chapters 8.16 of the Galt 
Municipal Code (GMC) relating to Garbage; Chapter 13.04 relating to Water and Chapter 14.04 
relating to Wastewater. If approved, staff will bring forward an ordinance amending the GMC to 
incorporate the changes. 
 
Neeley gave a staff report. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Meredith, staff recommendations were approved by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
 
4. SUBJECT:  Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Citizen Oversight Committee. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council provide direction and/or take action as deemed 
 appropriate in regard to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Citizen Oversight Committee. 
 

Halladay gave a staff report covering the options available to council.  Clare stated he did not support 
the continuation of the committee.  Haines indicated he felt the committee should be allowed to 
continue until the end of the project.  Meredith agreed. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Clare, seconded by Payne, the committee being discontinued was approved with 
Haines and Meredith dissenting. 
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ADJOURN AND RECONVENE TO THE GALT CITY COUNCIL. 

 
CITY CLERK’S REPORT 
 
1. SUBJECT: Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Oversight Committee appointments. 

RECOMMENDATION: That Mayor Shelton and Vice Mayor Payne review the letters of interest 
and make appointments to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Oversight Committee. 

 
 This item was dropped from the agenda. 
 
4. SUBJECT: Appointment to the Sacramento Environmental Commission 
 STAFF REPORT: Aguire 

RECOMMENDATION: That the city council give direction regarding a Folsom, Isleton, Galt (FIG) 
city appointed seat on the Sacramento Environmental Commission. 
 
Cory gave a staff report.   

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Clare, support of the re-appointment of Robert Bailey 
was unanimously approved. 
. 
COMMENTS BY STAFF: Cattolico indicated he attended a MADD award event and that Officer Wesley 
Pittman was commended and recognized for his record of DUI arrests. 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL
 
VICE MAYOR PAYNE: 
 
1. SUBJECT: Community garden.  Payne said she spoke with City staff about the possibility of a 

community garden.  TJ Guidotti was approaching the neighborhood watch groups to see if there was 
any interest.  Payne had also spoken with Superintendent Schauer about the use of the Fairsite garden 
area.  Unless there was interest shown by the community, Payne said it would not go forward. 

 
2. SUBJECT: Sacramento Transportation Authority update.  Payne said she attended the STA meeting 

and the news was not good.  She said revenues dropped another 8% but currently there was no impact 
to City projects.  Halladay said the projected drop in revenue next year was 18%. 

 
3. SUBJECT: Shop Local Campaign update.  Payne reported a meeting was scheduled for April 22nd at 

the Chamber of Commerce with members of the Chamber and City staff to work on the campaign. 
 
Payne thanked Jeffries and his staff for the work they did on the mistletoe throughout the community.  Payne 
also mentioned attending Legislative Actions Days hosted by the League of California Cities in Sacramento.  
She said a report on the event would be on the new website.  She encouraged the citizens of Galt to vote in 
May.  Payne also mentioned meeting with a representative of one of the mobile home park owners and 
received their input on rent control. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER CLARE said stimulus funds were going to reach SACOG.  Clare said with the fast 
work of City staff and the cooperation of CalTrans and Supervisor Nottoli, the City could see improvement to 
the overpass area at Twin Cities Road with the construction of roundabouts on either side of the overpass.   
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He said it was estimated that with the installation of these facilities, the current overpass would not need to be 
improved for eight to ten years.  The approximate cost was $5M and all avenues were being looked into for 
funding.  Caltrans indicated they could contribute $1M to the project but the project had to be completed in 
three years and the City had to find the additional funds. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER HAINES: 
 
4. SUBJECT: Police Report – Grid 32.  Haines reviewed the area report which included the River Oaks 

School. 
 
5. SUBJECT: Council Packet Delivery. 
 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council receive their council meeting packets earlier than 
 the Friday before the meeting. 
 

Haines asked that council consider directing staff to have council packets available the Tuesday 
before council meetings.  He felt this would allow more time for council to review and ask questions 
of staff if needed.  He also said this would allow the public more time to study the packet before an 
item was considered at a meeting.  Clare and Payne did not feel this was necessary; they had no 
problem with the current timeframe. 
 
Anderson and Behrmann both voiced concerns about the effect this change would have on various 
projects and issues.  Behrmann commented that large documents such as the General Plan Update and 
the Parks Master Plan Update had been distributed to council early to allow for ample time for 
review. 
 
Meredith offered a compromise suggesting that a draft agenda and staff reports be given to council 
early.  Rudolph pointed out that the Brown Act required availability of the draft items to the public 
also. 

 
Haines said since there was insufficient support from council to change the packet delivery date, he 
would drop the issue. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER MEREDITH: 
 
6. SUBJECT: Planning Commission eligibility. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the city council amend the Galt Municipal Code to include city 
residency as an eligibility requirement for appointment to the Galt Planning Commission. 

 
Meredith indicated that he would bring this issue to council at a later date.  He asked for a 
concurrence of council to take the issue to the planning commission for review and input.  Shelton 
asked the city attorney if this should go through the council subcommittee that was established to 
review all committee and commission bylaws for consistence.  Rudolph indicated this was a change 
in a City ordinance, not the bylaws.  Clare stated he did not support sending the issue to the planning 
commission or changing the ordinance.  He said that during the General Plan Update review the City 
had encouraged input from areas outside the City limits because they were part of the community.  
Meredith pointed out that a survey of California cities indicated that at least 85% required residence 
in the city or the sphere of influence for membership on their planning commissions.  Clare said he 
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was open to the sphere of influence requirement.  Shelton indicated he agreed with Clare regarding 
not changing the ordinance.  Haines recommended sending the issue to the planning commission for 
input.  He also said he would favor the sphere.  Payne said she supported leaving the ordinance as is. 
 
Lacking support for planning commission review, Meredith directed that this issue be agendized for 
the next council meeting. 
 

7. SUBJECT: Clarification on reimbursable expenses relating to travel and/or "business" lunches. 
 RECOMMENDATION: That the city council provide direction to the city clerk and the city 
 manager as to what qualifies for reimbursable expenses. 
 

Meredith said that due to questions raised by a citizen at the last council meeting, he had reviewed the 
travel and reimbursement policies regarding council travel expenses.  He found that there appeared to 
be a contradiction within the policies that covered reimbursement for business lunches and attendance 
at service club functions, etc.  Clare said there was antiquated language that should be reviewed.  
Meredith asked that the conflicting language be reviewed and corrected to make it clear which 
expenses were reimbursable.  Rudolph asked for clarification of council direction.  Meredith 
indicated that the policy should show that the business and service lunches were reimbursable.  There 
was a concurrence from council.  Payne reviewed her lunch expenses which included attendance at 
the Chamber of Commerce monthly business meeting and a meeting with CSD representatives and 
City staff. 

 
8. SUBJECT: National League of Cities prescription drug discount card report.   
 

Meredith reported that he had received a report from a local pharmacy that the discount card had 
already been used on three occasions with an average saving of 33% on the prescription. 

 
MAYOR SHELTON: 
 
9. SUBJECT: Mayor’s Forum. 
 

Shelton said he planned to hold additional forums during the year covering such subjects as fire 
safety and City committees and commissions where the public could meet all the members and learn 
about them.  Shelton indicated that he would be holding a forum on gang awareness on April 30th in 
the Council Chambers starting at 7:00 pm.  Shelton encouraged the community to contact council or 
himself about any subject that would benefit the community through a town hall meeting. 

 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 9:16 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Sue Cory 
Deputy City Clerk 

 




