
 
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

 

 Monday, April 27, 2009, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Teleconferencing location: 
Renaissance Mayflower Hotel 
1127 Connecticut Avenue NW 

Washington, DC  20036 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Clare, Haines, 
Meredith, Shelton.  Teleconferencing:  Clare. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, Assistant City Manager Behrmann, City Clerk Aguire, 
Community Development Director Campion, Public Works Director Halladay, City Attorney Rudolph, and 
Chief of Police Cattolico. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES: 
 
The flag salute was recited. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - The clerk announced that members of the audience could address the council on 
any matter which is not on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction.  She advised the location of 
the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior to addressing council and advised 
that each person would have a five minute time limit to speak.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
 
1. SUBJECT: Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary Improvement Project – Revisions to Resolutions. 

STAFF REPORT: Halladay 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the city council: 1) adopt Resolution No. 2009-37, a revised 
resolution authorizing the city manager, on behalf of the city of Galt, to execute all required State 
Revolving Fund (SRF) documents required by the SRF loan application process; and 2) adopt 
Resolution No. 2009-38, a revised resolution stating the intent to utilize the SRF loan to partially 
finance the planning, design, and construction of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Tertiary 
Improvement Project, intent to reimburse the State of California, State Water Resources Control 
Board, for the financed portion of the planning, design, and construction of said project; and 
Resolution No. 2009-39 designating the wastewater service fund as the source of revenue for re-
payment of any and all costs financed through a State Revolving Fund loan. 
 
Halladay gave a staff report. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, Resolutions No. 2009-37, 2009-38, 
and 2009-39 were approved by a unanimous vote. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
2. SUBJECT: Interim urgency ordinance of the city council of the city of Galt prohibiting the 

establishment and operation of medicinal marijuana dispensaries. 
STAFF REPORT:  Campion 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: That city council: 1) adopt Ordinance No. 2009-06, an interim 
urgency ordinance imposing a temporary prohibition on the establishment and operation of medicinal 
marijuana dispensaries. This ordinance will become effective immediately upon passage if adopted 
by at least a four-fifths (4/5) vote of the city council and shall be in effect for forty-five (45) days 
from the date of adoption unless extended by the city council; and 2) direct staff to proceed with 
preparing a permanent ordinance to prohibit the establishment and operation of medicinal marijuana 
dispensaries or direct staff regarding any other alternatives that should be considered. 
 
Campion gave a staff report.  Discussion ensued regarding sensitive areas such as schools and parks.  
Rudolph said, by adopting the ordinance, the City would have time to analyze and research sensitive 
areas within the City.  If the council were to consider the possible extension beyond the 45 days, a 
notice of extension was required to be published before the issue was voted on by council.  Campion 
clarified that sensitive areas would include residential as well as schools, parks and churches. 
 
Meredith stated Proposition 215 was approved by voters and to impose the council’s will over the 
voters would be negligent on the City’s part.  He was willing to entertain restrictions regarding 
locations.  Proposition 215 allowed a medical marijuana card to cultivate for personal use .  He felt it 
was better it be sold in a centralized location rather than raised in a residential area by individuals and 
there were few places that they could open in Galt because of sensitive locations.  He recommended 
tabling the item until the May 5th meeting for further discussion. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, continuing the item to May 5, 2009 
was denied due to a lack of a majority. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Clare, the adoption of Urgency Ordinance No. 
2009-06 was recommended. 

 
Discussion: Rudolph said without the ordinance businesses could locate near schools.  There was no 
zoning code on location near a school.  If someone came in and applied for a business license there 
was potential liability.  He said the ordinance would impact them directly and there was risk.  
Meredith asked if someone had already inquired. 
 
Rudolph said they did not file for a business license.  Inquiry was not a vested right.  Business license 
was not regulatory, only revenue based.  Once a business license was issued, they had a vested right.  
Rudolph said the ordinance would send a message to the community that it was not an appropriate 
time to invest in such a business.  Clare said if someone wanted a test case, they would come to a 
small town like Galt. 
 
Rudolph said another option would be an ordinance that was be in effect until the second meeting in 
May and reconsider the issue at that time regarding an extension.  This would allow for the 
publishing of a notice and public input. 
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Meredith asked if there was any contact information on the inquiry.  Campion said no.  Meredith said 
they had no idea the City was having a meeting on issue. 
 
Payne said she liked the 45 days.  Clare indicated his support of either motion.  Meredith said due to 
a technical problem , the agenda was not available on the website until that morning and felt this did 
not send a good message.  He was willing to accept approval of the ordinance until the second 
meeting in May. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Clare, approval of Ordinance No. 2009-06 with 45 
day term was denied due to a lack of a four-fifth vote. 
 
Rudolph said on May 19th, staff would bring back consideration of an extension to the ordinance and 
input on a permanent ordinance.  Haines said this gave the public reasonable time for input. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, Urgency Ordinance No. 2009-06 with a 
termination date of May 20, 2009 was approved by a unanimous vote. 

 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 7:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
 


