
Understanding California E-
Bike Laws and Regulations

Safety Tips for E-Bike Riders

Always use lights at night, signal turns, and
be aware of your surroundings to ensure a
safe ride for everyone.

California Vehicle Code E-Bike Awareness

Important Information for
Riders and Officers

E-bikes must follow traffic laws; riders must
wear helmets and have a valid driver's
license when necessary.



E-Bikes
Legal Classifications and Requirements:
CVC 312.5 - Defines the 3 classes of electric bicycles and requires
manufacturers to affix a permanent, legible label indicating:

Class designation
Top assisted speed
Motor wattage

CVC 21207.5 - Prohibits operation of Class 3 E-bikes on:
Bike paths or trails
Bikeways
Equestrian trails
Hiking/recreational trails
Exception: Unless specifically allowed by local ordinance

CVC 21213 - Class 3 E-bike requirements:
Operator must be at least 16 years old
Helmet required

CVC 21650.1 - Bicycles and E-bikes must travel in the same direction as traffic

GMC 10.44.020 - City Municipal Code prohibiting riding bicycles or E-bikes on
sidewalks

E-bikes with no pedals and/or the capability of speeds over 28
mph are illegal on roadways

Applicable violations include:
CVC 4000(a)(1) - Registration Required
CVC 12500(a) - License Required
CVC 16028(a) - Insurance Required
CVC 5200(a) - License Plates Required
CVC 24002(b) - Unsafe Vehicle

Illegal E-Bikes



Classifications
E-Dirt Bikes

CVC 38010 - Off-highway vehicles (including E-dirt bikes) must be
registered with:

"Green sticker" or "Red sticker" for use on public lands

CVC 38020 - Prohibits operation of off-highway vehicles on public
streets unless specifically allowed

CVC 38316 - Reckless driving with an off-highway vehicle (willful
and wanton disregard for safety)

E-Scooters

Operation Requirements

CVC 21228(b) - E-scooter riders must walk the scooter across
intersections through crosswalks

CVC 21229 - E-scooters must be ridden in bicycle lanes unless:
(a) Passing another vehicle or pedestrian
(b) Making a left or right turn
(c) Avoiding a hazard

Safety and Equipment Standards 

CVC 21235:
(a) E-scooters must be equipped with brakes
(b) Prohibited on roads with speed limits over 25 mph
(c) Minors required to wear helmets
(d) Operators must have a valid driver's license
(e) Passengers prohibited
(f) Prohibits carrying items that prevent having at least one hand
on handlebars
(g) Prohibits riding on sidewalks
(h) Prohibits handlebars above rider's shoulder height
(i) Prohibits parking on sidewalks in a way that obstructs
pedestrians
(j) Prohibits rider from being attached to scooter or scooter
being towed by another vehicle



Golf Carts / Neighborhood Electric Vehicles (NEV)

Legal Framework

CVC 345 - Defines Golf Carts and sets basic requirements

CVC 385.5 - Defines Neighborhood Electric Vehicles and sets
basic requirements. 

CVC 21260 - Allows NEV operation on roads with speed limits
below 35 mph

CVC 24002(b) - Prohibits operation of vehicles not equipped as
provided by California Vehicle Code

Enforcement Considerations

Registration Violations:
CVC 4000(a)(1) - NEV without required registration can be
towed

Driver/Insurance Violations:
CVC 12500(a) - No license
CVC 14601.1(a) - Suspended license
CVC 16028(a) - No insurance

NEV can be subject to impoundment for some violations


