City of Galt
Community Development Department

Building - Planning — Code Enforcement

m 495 Industrial Drive — Galt, CA 95632
209-366-7200 (Bldg.) - 209-366-7230 (Planning)

DATE: January 26, 2024

TO: California State Clearinghouse
Responsible and Trustee Agencies,
Interested Parties and Organizations

FROM: Craig Hoffman, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Cal-Waste Solid Waste
Transfer Facility Project

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: January 26, 2024 through February 26, 2024

The City of Galt is the lead agency for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Cal-
Waste Solid Waste Transfer Facility Project (proposed project). The document is being prepared in compliance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

CEQA Section 15082 states that once a decision is made to prepare an EIR, the lead agency (the City of Galt)
must prepare a Notice of Preparation (NOP) to inform all responsible agencies that an EIR will be prepared. The
purpose of the NOP is to provide sufficient information describing the proposed project and the potential
environmental effects in order to enable responsible agencies to make a meaningful response regarding the scope
and content of the information that should be included in the EIR. Comments are also being solicited from the
public. The Initial Study prepared for the Cal-Waste Solid Waste Transfer Facility Project is available online at:
https://www.cityofgalt.org/government/community-development/planning/development-projects-environmental
-documents.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Location and Setting

The 23.56-acre project site is located at 10059 Twin Cities Road, northwest of the intersection of Twin Cities
Road and State Route (SR) 99/Stockton Boulevard, in the City of Galt, California. The project site is a portion of
a 247.54-acre parcel identified by Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 148-001-0053, which is owned by the City
of Galt. The project site is primarily comprised of irrigated agricultural land, with a few unimproved roads
throughout. The site is bound by an existing, paved access road along the southern site boundary. Undeveloped
agricultural land occurs to the north, south, and west. Surrounding existing uses include the City of Galt
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) to the east. The City of Galt General Plan designates the site as
Public/Quasi- Public (PQ) and the site is zoned PQ.
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Project Components

The proposed project would include the development of a 413,800-square-foot (sf) solid waste transfer facility,
which would consist of the following components: a transfer station building, a construction and demolition
(C&D) materials outdoor processing area, an organic material receiving building, an organic material processing
area, an administrative and operational support services building, a repair and maintenance building and fueling
canopy, a household hazardous waste (HHW) building, a public recycling center, and scale house buildings. More
specifically, the proposed project would include a 94,400-sf transfer station building with a 45,000-sf material
segregating, processing, and material loadout area; a 46,900-sf commercial and public material receiving area;
and a 2,500-sf break room. A transfer tunnel would be constructed in the southern portion of the transfer station
building for loading trailers with residual waste from the tipping floor.

The C&D outdoor processing area would be approximately 155,600 sf. The majority of the C&D processing area
would be comprised of a 114,600-sf area intended for material segregating, processing, and material shipment
operations. The remaining 41,000 sf would function as a commercial and public receiving area. The 41,600-sf
organic material receiving building would be located in the northeastern corner of the project site and intended
for accepting material such as yard waste, food scraps, and other organic waste. An approximately 83,600-sf area
would be paved and located in the eastern half of the project site for organic material processing. The 4,200-sf
administrative and operational support services building would feature a 460-sf entry canopy and would be
located to the west of the main facility entrance/exit (near the southeastern corner of the project site).

An approximately 17,600-sf building located south of the main transfer station building would provide five bays
for repair and maintenance of equipment and trucks used on-site, as well as a mechanical wash bay, office, parts
storage, and a break room. The building would also include two 4,000-sf canopies, adding 8,000 sf to the
maintenance facility for a total of 25,600 sf. Additionally, two aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) containing water
for fire suppression and a 5,500-sf pump house would be located immediately east of the repair and maintenance
building, which would provide fire suppression services for the entire project site. To the north of the repair and
maintenance building would be a fueling canopy, which would include a covered AST with two to four fuel
dispensers. The 9,300-sf HHW building would be located in the southeastern corner of the project site along an
internal drive aisle for public customer use. The household hazardous waste would be temporarily stored inside a
4,600-st enclosed storage area before being shipped off-site by external companies for safe disposal and/or
recycled uses.

Additionally, an on-site area for public disposal of recyclables would be located alongside the HHW drive canopy.
The proposed project would include two scale house buildings totaling 900 sf, one each for inbound and outbound
scales, both of which would be located along the primary public customer drive aisle.

Access to the project site would be provided from the existing private access road that bounds the southern site
boundary. Vehicles and trucks would enter the site through four new gated entrances/exits along the southern
boundary of the project site. The proposed parking areas would consist of 64 standard surface parking stalls for
employees and visitors in the vicinity of the administrative and operational support services building. Of the 64
parking spaces, six would be electric vehicle charging spaces, and two would be designed in compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act. In addition, fleet parking dedicated to transfer station trucks would be located
in the southwest portion of the site.

The proposed project would be provided non-potable water from an existing well at the City’s WWTP, adjacent
immediately to the east of the project site. Potable drinking water for the proposed project would be provided
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through either a bottled water provider or an on-site treatment/filtration system. With respect to wastewater
services, the proposed project would establish a connection to the City’s WWTP to the east of the site. With
respect to storm drain services, the proposed project would feature stormwater detention and settlement areas
located along the southern boundary of the project site.

Development of the proposed project would occur over three phases. Phase 1 would consist of grading and
preparation of the project site, including the removal of existing irrigation channels, as needed. The initial phase
would also include utility improvements, as well as the construction of the transfer station building, transfer tunnel
ramps, vehicle maintenance buildings, fuel island, inbound and outbound scales, and a temporary office. Phase 2
would include the development of the scale houses, the HHW drop-off area, and the public recycling center. The
temporary office from Phase 1 would be replaced with the permanent office building and associated parking and
site access gates. In addition, Phase 2 would include the construction of the outdoor tipping and processing area,
as well as the installation of wayfinding signage to route public and commercial vehicles from the entrance to
various areas throughout the site. Phase 3 would include the construction of the organic materials receiving
building with associated equipment and the installation of fuel equipment for on-site commercial vehicles.

The project would require City approval of a Conditional Use Permit.

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

The City has reviewed the proposed project and prepared an Initial Study (see Attachment). Based on the analysis
within the Initial Study, the City has determined that an EIR should be prepared for the proposed project to address
potential project-related impacts to the following:

Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Energy;
Biological Resources;

Hydrology and Water Quality;

Noise; and

Transportation.

All other CEQA issue areas were determined to have no impact, a less-than-significant impact, or a less-than-
significant impact with implementation of mitigation measures included in the Initial Study, including Hazards
and Hazardous Materials. According to the Initial Study, the proposed project would be required to comply with
all State standards regulating the control of hazards and hazardous materials, and, as a result, significant impacts
would not occur. Each chapter of the EIR will include a discussion of the existing setting, thresholds of
significance, evaluation of potential project-level and cumulative impacts, and mitigation measures, as required.
In addition, statutorily required sections and an analysis of project alternatives will be included.

The following section describes each of the technical chapters of the EIR in further detail.

Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Energy — The Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Energy
chapter of the EIR will summarize the regional air quality setting, including climate and topography, existing
ambient air quality, regulatory setting, and presence of any sensitive receptors near the project site. The air quality
impact analysis will include a quantitative assessment of short-term (i.e., construction) and long-term (i.e.,
operational) increases of criteria air pollutant emissions of primary concern (i.e., reactive organic gases [ROG],
oxides of nitrogen [NOx], and particulate matter 10 micrometers in diameter or smaller [PMio] and PM 2.5
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micrometers in diameter and smaller [PM2s]). The emissions will be estimated using the California Emissions
Estimator Model (CalEEMod) software program and following Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality
Management District (SMAQMD) CEQA Guidelines. The proposed project’s cumulative contribution to regional
air quality will be discussed, based in part on the modeling conducted at the project level. The chapter will also
address toxic air contaminant (TAC) and odor emissions.

The greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions section will include a quantitative estimate of carbon dioxide equivalent
emissions from operation of the proposed project, including indirect emissions (e.g., electricity, natural gas) and
from construction. The section will include an analysis of the proposed project’s consistency with the City of Galt
CAP.

The significance of air quality impacts will be determined in comparison to SMAQMD significance thresholds,
and the significance of GHG impacts will be compared against the City of Galt CAP. SMAQMD-recommended
mitigation measures and City of Galt CAP strategies will be incorporated, as needed, to reduce any significant air
quality impacts, and anticipated reductions in emissions associated with proposed mitigation measures will be
quantified.

The Energy portion of the chapter will evaluate whether the proposed project could result in a potentially
significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or operation. The discussion will also evaluate whether the proposed project would
conflict with or obstruct a State or local plan for renewable energy, and will include a review of the City’s CAP
to identify energy-related measures that may be applicable to the proposed project.

Biological Resources — The Biological Resources chapter of the EIR will summarize potential effects to plant
communities, wildlife, and wetlands, including adverse effects on rare, endangered, candidate, sensitive, and
special-status species from the development of the proposed project. The analysis will be based on a project-
specific Biological Resources Assessment. The chapter will also include a discussion of the South Sacramento
Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP) and the potential for the proposed project to conflict with any of the
provisions.

Hydrology and Water Quality — The Hydrology and Water Quality chapter will summarize setting information
and identify potential impacts on stormwater drainage, flooding, groundwater, and water quality. Pre- and post-
project runoff, as well as changes in the drainage pattern of the project area will be evaluated within the chapter.
The analysis within the chapter will primarily rely on information regarding the proposed stormwater and drainage
system infrastructure to determine if stormwater runoff from the proposed project would violate State water
quality standards, affect downstream water quality, and/or impact the capacity of existing stormwater drainage
infrastructure.

Noise — The Noise chapter of the EIR will be based on a project-specific noise study. The chapter will address
potential noise impacts resulting from project construction and operation, including traffic noise levels on the
local roadway network and stationary noise sources on-site. Noise-sensitive land uses or activities in the project
vicinity will be identified and ambient noise and vibration level measurements on, and in the vicinity of, the
project site will be conducted to quantify existing background noise and vibration levels for comparison to the
predicted project-generated levels. Noise exposure levels will then be compared to applicable significance criteria
of the City of Galt and CEQA. Feasible and appropriate mitigation measures to avoid or reduce adverse impacts
will be identified, as needed.
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Transportation — The Transportation chapter of the EIR will be based on a project-specific Trip Generation and
Trip Distribution Memorandum, and Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Analysis. Impact determination for CEQA
purposes will be based on VMT, consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, which became effective
statewide on July 1, 2020. The VMT Analysis will be prepared consistent with the City’s current guidance. The
proposed project’s impacts to alternative modes such as pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities will be assessed
based on the applicable significance criteria. The EIR chapter will also include an analysis of the proposed
project’s potential impacts related to conflicting with applicable programs, policies, and ordinances addressing
the circulation system, vehicle safety hazards, and emergency access. Feasible and appropriate mitigation
measures to avoid or reduce adverse impacts will be identified, as needed.

Statutorily Required Sections — Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 21100(B)(5), the Statutorily Required
Sections chapter of the EIR will address the potential for growth-inducing impacts of the proposed project,
focusing on whether removal of any impediments to growth would occur with the project. A summary of the
significant and unavoidable impacts identified within the EIR will be included in this chapter, as well as a
discussion of significant irreversible impacts. The chapter will also summarize the cumulative impact analyses,
which will be provided in each technical chapter of the EIR.

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS

In accordance with Section 15126.6(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, the EIR will include an analysis of several project
alternatives, including the No Project Alternative. Consideration will be given to potential off-site locations
consistent with CEQA Guidelines, Section 15126.6(f)(2), and such locations will be determined in consultation
with City staff. If it is determined that an off-site alternative is not feasible, the EIR will include a discussion
describing why such a conclusion was reached. The project alternatives will be selected when more information
related to project impacts is available in order to be designed to reduce significant project impacts. The chapter
will also include a section of alternatives considered but dismissed, if necessary. The Alternatives Analysis chapter
will describe the alternatives and identify the environmentally superior alternative. The alternatives will be
analyzed at a level of detail less than that of the proposed project; however, the analyses will include sufficient
detail to allow a meaningful comparison of the impacts. Such detail may include conceptual site plans for each
alternative, basic quantitative traffic information (e.g., trip generation), as well as a table that will compare the
features and the impacts of each alternative.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS

The 30-day public review period for the NOP is from January 26, 2024 to February 26, 2024. To ensure that the
full range of project issues and alternatives related to the proposed project are addressed and that all significant
issues are identified, comments and suggestions are invited from all interested parties. Written comments
regarding the scope of the EIR are invited from all interested parties and should be submitted no later than 5:00
p-m. on February 26, 2024 and directed to the following address:

City of Galt Community Development Department
ATTN: Kristyn Bitz, Senior Planner

495 Industrial Drive

Galt, CA 95632

(209) 366-7230
kbitz@cityofgalt.org
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PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

A public scoping meeting will be held on February 8, 2024, before the City of Galt Planning Commission. The
doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. The Planning Commission meets in the
Council Chambers at 380 Civic Drive, Galt, CA 95632. The purpose of the meeting will be to receive verbal
and/or written comments from the public on the NOP.

All comments must include full name and address in order for staff to respond appropriately.
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Figure 1
Regional Project Loc
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Figure 2
Project Site Boundaries
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Figure 3
Project Site Plan
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