
 
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 
 Tuesday, December 6, 2011, 7:00 pm 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by the mayor.  Council Members present: Powers, Singleton, 
Shelton, Crews, and Payne. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Behrmann, City Clerk Aguire, City Attorney Rudolph, Interim 
Community Development Director S. Kiriu, Acting Public Works Director Prima, Chief of Police Bowen, 
Finance Director Kiriu, Human Resources Administrator Islas and Special Projects Administrator Solis. 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES - Silent prayer was observed, the flag salute was recited by Pack 84, Den 6 
(Bears) and the video statement was read by the city clerk. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS - None   
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - The clerk announced that members of the audience could address the council on 
any matter which is not on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction.  She advised the location of 
the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior to addressing council and advised 
that each person would have a three minute time limit to speak.  
 
Al Baldwin thanked Brian’s Auto Repair for their help when his car broke down.  He said the Christmas Tree 
Lighting was wonderful and said the new lights were beautiful.  He thanked the Star Program. 
 
Mariah Bray gave a report on the Youth Committee and talked about their Monster Bash.  She said their next 
project was Crafting with Santa on December 10, 2011. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR - Consisting of Items 1 through 4. 
 
1.  SUBJECT:  Minutes of the special and regular meetings of November 15, 2011. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Accept the minutes as submitted. 
 
2. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Warrants. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve the warrants as submitted. 
 

3. SUBJECT:  Annual Report of Financial Transactions of Community Redevelopment Agencies, 
inclusive of the Housing Activity Report, and Annual Activity Report of the Galt Redevelopment 
Agency for Fiscal year 2010-2011. 

 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Receive the Annual Report of Financial Transactions of Community 
Redevelopment Agencies, inclusive of the Housing Activity Report, and Annual Activity Report of 
the Galt Redevelopment Agency for Fiscal year 2010-2011 
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4. SUBJECT:  Treasurer's Report for period ending October, 2011. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Accept the treasurer's report as submitted. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Crews, seconded by Shelton, the consent calendar was approved by a unanimous 
roll vote. 
 
SCHEDULED MATTERS - PUBLIC HEARING 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
CITY COUNCIL’S OFFICE:   
 
1. SUBJECT:  Galt Municipal Code (GMC) Chapter 9.44 – Abusive Solicitation. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Revisit GMC Chapter 9.44 and direct staff to bring back appropriate 

changes. 
 
 Singleton said he was going to organize a meeting with local businesses regarding solicitors.  He said 

it was for information only. 
 
2. SUBJECT:  Resolution 2007-36 and Galt Municipal Code (GMC) section 9.12.025(A) regarding 

hours of operations in the Parks. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Revisit the resolution and GMC section 9.12.025 (A) and direct staff 

to bring back appropriate changes. 
 
 Singleton said he was concerned with the parks being open after dark.  He said kids were gathering 

and was worried about vandalism.  He asked that Resolution No. 2007-36 be enforced and then asked 
that a resolution be brought back closing the unlit parks at dusk. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Powers, seconded by Crews, staff providing a resolution closing unlit 
parks at dusk was approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
3. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 

2011; Memorandum on Internal Control and Required Communications for the year ended June 30, 
2011; and, Independent Accountant’s Report on Compliance with Proposition 111 2010-2011 
Appropriations Limit Increment. 

 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Accept the City of Galt Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR) for the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2011; Memorandum on Internal Control and Required 
Communications for the year ended June 30, 2011; and, Independent Accountant’s Report on 
Compliance with Proposition 111 2010-2011 appropriations limit increment. 

 
 Kiriu gave a staff report. 
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Crews, seconded by Singleton, the City of Galt Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR) for the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2011; Memorandum on Internal Control 
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and Required Communications for the year ended June 30, 2011 was accepted; and, Independent 
Accountant’s Report on Compliance with Proposition 111 2010-2011 appropriations limit increment 
was approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
4. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Culture and Recreation Fund for the year ended June 30, 2011 Financial 

Statements. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Accept the City of Galt Culture and Recreation Fund for the year 
ended June 30, 2011 Financial Statements and authorize the discontinuation of subsequent Culture 
and Recreation Fund Financial Statement reports effective with the fiscal year ending June 30, 2012. 
 
Kiriu gave a staff report. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Shelton, seconded by Crews, the City of Galt Culture and Recreation 
Fund for the year ended June 30, 2011 Financial Statements was accepted and the discontinuation of 
subsequent Culture and Recreation Fund Financial Statement reports effective with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2012 was authorized by a unanimous roll call vote. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 
 
5. SUBJECT:  Railroad Quiet Zone Study. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  1) Receive the report completed by Wilbur Smith Associates and 

direct staff to issue a Request for Proposal to advance the Quiet Zone Concept #3; and 2) Approve a 
budget appropriation adjustment reducing Community Development Block Grant funding for FY 
2011-12 from $200,000 to $150,000. 

 
 Gwen Owens, Interim Deputy Public Works Director, introduced Justin Fox. 
 
 Justin Fox, Wilbur Smith Assoc., gave a report on quiet zones, discussed the study and gave council 

approximate prices for the quiet zones.   
 
 Crews asked about pedestrians killed and Fox said it came from an online data base.  Crews said the 

information was flawed as there was at least one fatality on the Kost Road crossing in the last 10 years.  
 
 Mike Hodge thanked council for having the study completed and asked council to support Concept #3. 
 
 Fred Geothel supported a quiet zone.  He took exception to the noise study and said Spring Street and 

Twin Cities Rd. needed to be done.  He said with Concept #3, the entire Northeast Area would still 
have a lot of train noise. 

 
 Al Baldwin asked about the fencing, whether it was on both sides of the track.  He said it would help 

with the noise if it was cinderblock, not chain link.  He asked council to consider cinderblock for noise 
purposes. 

 
 Shelton asked if the $5,000 maintenance was per crossing or for the entire maintenance and Mr. Fox 

said it would be for the entire zone.  Shelton then asked about the Block Grant.  Behrmann said the 
allocation was reduced to $150,000 and he recommended reducing revenue estimate.  He said there 
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was sufficient funding to do the design of the project.  Shelton asked about a timeframe and Fox said it 
was a multi-agency approval process which could take approximately one year. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Singleton, seconded by Crews, council received the report completed by 
Wilbur Smith Associates and directed staff to issue a Request for Proposal to advance the Quiet Zone 
Concept #3; and the budget appropriation adjustment reducing Community Development Block Grant 
funding for FY 2011-12 from $200,000 to $150,000 was approved by a roll call vote with Shelton 
dissenting. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
ADJOURN AND RECONVENE TO THE GALT CITY COUNCIL. 

 
CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
 
1. SUBJECT:  Galt Beautification Committee report to council. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Receive the annual report. 
 
 Aguire gave a staff report and highlighted some of the areas the Committee worked on.  Aguire then 

gave a list of upcoming events. 
 
COMMENTS BY STAFF 
 
COMMENTS BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
VICE MAYOR POWERS:  Had a good time in the parade.  She had concerns about the parade route and 
wanted hot chocolate after the parade.  
 
COUNCIL MEMBER SINGLETON:  Attended the Tree Lighting and Parade and said it was wonderful.   
 
COUNCIL MEMBER SHELTON:  Attended the L’Chayim open house.   
 
COUNCIL MEMBER CREWS:  Attended the Tree Lighting and Parade and said it was the best. 
 
MAYOR PAYNE:  Said she appreciated the volunteers in the community. She visited the Rae House, went to 
the L’Chayim open house, and attended the Tree Lighting and parade.  She thanked Inez for her hard work on 
the tree lighting program. 
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 8:40 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
City Clerk 
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