
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California  

Tuesday, August 3, 2009, 6:00 pm 
 

*Teleconferencing location: 
Marriott Fairfield Inn, Dulles Airport 

23000 Indian Creek Drive, Sterling Virginia 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Haines, 
Meredith and Shelton.  Teleconferencing:  Clare. 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, Assistant City Manager Behrmann, City Clerk Aguire, City 
Attorney Rudolph, Director of Public Works Halladay and Parks and Recreation Director Jeffries. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS   The clerk announced that under Government Code Section 54954.3, members of 
the audience could address the council on any agenda item before or during the council's consideration of the 
item.  She advised the location of the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior 
to addressing council and advised that each person had a five minute time limit. 
 
ADJOURN TO SPECIAL CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
  
1. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR pursuant to and under the authority 

of Government Code Section 54956.8 
 

PROPERTY:  150-0082-018, 150-0082-023, 150-0361-002 and 150-0133-003 
NEGOTIATING PARTIES:  Gregg Halladay, Director of Public Works and M & Z Valley 
Associates 
UNDER NEGOTIATION:  Instructions to negotiator regarding price and terms. 
 

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION pursuant to and under 
the authority of Government Code Section 54956.9(a) 

 
City of Galt v. Boys and Girls Club of Galt – Case Number 34-2009-00046805. 
 

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION:  The council reconvened to open session at 7:01 p.m. at which time 
the city attorney announced there was no reportable action on items #1 and #2 and closed session would be 
continued until after the regular meeting at which time item #3 and #4 would be addressed. 
 
RECONVENED TO SPECIAL CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION:  8:25 p.m. 
 
3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION: Significant 

exposure to litigation pursuant to Section 54956.9(b) - One potential case.   
 

4. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT pursuant to and under the authority of Government Code 
Section 54957. 

 
a. City Manager 
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RECONVENED TO OPEN SESSION:  The council reconvened to open session at 9:04 p.m. at which time 
the city attorney announced there was no reportable action on items #3 and #4. 
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 9:04 pm. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
City Clerk 



 
 CITY OF GALT 
 
 M I N U T E S 
 
 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 Council Chambers, 380 Civic Drive, Galt, California 

 

Monday, August 3, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
 

*Teleconferencing location: 
Marriott Fairfield Inn, Dulles Airport 

23000 Indian Creek Drive, Sterling Virginia 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the mayor.  Council Members present: Payne, Haines, 
Meredith, Shelton.  Teleconferencing:  Clare 
 
Staff members present: City Manager Anderson, Assistant City Manager Behrmann, City Clerk Aguire, 
Community Development Director Campion, Public Works Director Halladay, City Attorney Rudolph, City 
Treasurer Farrell, Chief of Police Cattolico and Parks and Recreation Director Jeffries. 
Absent:  Finance Director Kiriu, Human Resources Administrator Islas, 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES:  The flag salute was recited and the video statement was read by the city clerk. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL, ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS – Halladay pulled item D-8 to be brought 
back at the next meeting.  Meredith said he had concerns regarding the hazardous materials certification for 
the company recommended to receive the award. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - The clerk announced that members of the audience could address the council on 
any matter which is not on the agenda but within the subject matter jurisdiction.  She advised the location of 
the speaker sheets, asked that speaker sheets be presented to the clerk prior to addressing council and advised 
that each person would have a five minute time limit to speak.  
 
Anna Tikhonin, representative from KAT Construction, asked that the council approve the award of contract 
to her company for the 2009 Waterline Replacement Project. 
 
John Slaughterback, Galt resident, strongly suggested to council that they not amend the General Plan at this 
time.  He also commented on Council Member Clare’s comments on the Lodi sew rate increase recently 
mentioned in the Lodi Sentinel.   
 
Pamela Sanchez stated she endorsed the award of contract to KAT Construction because of her good 
experience with their work. 
 
Kathleen Amos, fireworks booth chair, Galt Area Historical Society, thanked council and the clerk for their 
efforts in the fireworks booth.  She then added that the Youth Master Plan was moving forward. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR - Consisting of Items 1 through 9, excluding item D-8 which was pulled. 
 
1.  SUBJECT:  Minutes of special and regular council meetings of July 21, 2009. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council accept the minutes as submitted. 
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2. SUBJECT:  City of Galt Warrants. 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council approve the warrants as submitted. 
 
3. SUBJECT:  WWTP Upgrade Fund 15 payback to Fund 14. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-78 authorizing an 
additional payback adjustment of $20,819 from Fund 15 to Fund 14 for work associated with 
WWTP. 

 
4. SUBJECT:  Budget adjustments. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council accept the revised estimate of Measure R revenues in 
the amount of $95,000 and adopt Resolution No. 2009-79 approving a supplemental appropriation of 
$59,065 within Fund 047, line item 6054, to satisfy a Board of Equalization invoice. 
 

5. SUBJECT:  Renewal of annual firearms range lease agreement with CDCR. 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-80 authorizing the city 
manager to enter into a lease agreement with the State of California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation (CDCR) for the use of the City’s police firearms range. 

 
6. SUBJECT:  Galt Joint Union School District MOU – State afterschool education and safety (ASES) 

grant. 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-81: 1) authorizing the 
city manager to enter into an agreement with the Galt Joint Union School District (GJUSD) in 
regards to the State afterschool education and safety (ASES) grant; and 2) approving the 
appropriation of $117,352 as illustrated in the budget change form. 

 
7. SUBJECT:  Defer placement of overhead utilities underground along the south side of Live Oak 

Avenue fronting the Consolidated Fabricators project. 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council authorize the deferment of the placement of the 
overhead utilities underground along the south side of Live Oak Avenue fronting the Consolidated 
Fabricators project. 

 
9. SUBJECT:  Award of bid for the construction of 2009 Waterline Replacement Project, CIP No. 58G. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council: 1) adopt Resolution No. 2009-82 approving CEQA 
Exemption Statutory Exemption Section 15282 (k); 2) adopt Resolution No. 2009-83 authorizing the 
city manager to execute a contract to construct the 2009 Waterline Replacement Project with KAT 
Construction, in the amount of $297,060 and authorizing the director of public works to accept the 
improvements and issue the notice of completion upon completion of the improvements. 

 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, the consent calendar was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM D-8 
 
8. SUBJECT:  Award of bid for the Central Galt Interchange Building Demolition Project. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the city council adopt a resolution: 1) authorizing the city manager to 
execute the contract for the Central Galt Building Demolition Project to the lowest responsive and 
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responsible bidder, Pantano Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $68,460; and 2) authorizing the 
director of public works to accept the demolition and issue the notice of completion upon completion 
of the work. 

 
 This item was pulled. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:   
 
Mary Martinez, representative from the Galt Community of Character Coalition, presented an Award for 
Respect to Jeremy Balukoff. 
 
ORDINANCES: 
 
1. SUBJECT:  Proposed ordinance amending Chapter 3.04 of the Galt Municipal Code pertaining to 

charges for processing bad checks. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council introduce Ordinance No. 2009-14, waive the 
first reading and read by title only an ordinance amending Chapter 3.40 of the Galt Municipal Code.  
It is also recommended that council accept a resolution adopting an increase in the fee for a retuned 
check from $30 to $35 to cover costs related to these transactions. 

 
Accounting Manager Neeley gave a staff report.  Haines said he had concerns about the increase 
during hard economic times.  Meredith suggested that in the future the cost analysis be included in 
the staff report.  He also was not comfortable with the suggested increase.  Rudolph said one option 
available to council was to introduce the ordinance, continue the resolution to the next meeting and 
allow staff time to provide council with additional information.  Payne also had a concern. 

 
 Neeley said the rest of the citizens would be required to cover any expense not covered by the return 

check charge.  Anderson said the issue was a bounced check which the city had to collect and also 
was not fair to the citizens who were paying their bills.  Haines asked about the process for handling 
return checks.  Neeley indicated there were different procedures for different types of returned 
checks: utilities, Market space rental, or accounts receivable.  Haines said his questions would 
probably be answered when he received the analysis.  Meredith asked about the cost for sending 
something to collections.  Neeley stated that was a completely different situation and the city would 
receive less than the amount owed because of the percentage taken by the collection agency.  Clare 
supported the recommendation of staff but would also like to receive the breakdown of cost.  Farrell 
pointed out that the recommendation represented approximately a 10% increase over the original 
charge established in 1994.  Meredith said he understood but felt that the staff report should have 
included the breakdown so that the citizens would be informed.  Shelton said he was in general 
agreement with the rest of council regarding the need for additional information.   

 
 Eugene Davenport said a supervisor did not need to get involved every time.  He added that the 

collection process was different from utilities and the Galt Market.  He asked council to table the 
issue and bring it back next year.  Haines said he wanted the cost analysis before he made a decision. 
Anderson suggested a citizen could come to finance and make arrangements for time payments rather 
than writing a bad check. 
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ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Clare, Ordinance No. 2009-14 was introduced and 
bringing the resolution back at the next meeting was approved with Meredith dissenting. 
 

REGULAR CALENDAR: 
 
TREASURER'S OFFICE
 
1. SUBJECT:  Treasurer's Report for period ending June, 2009. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council accept the treasurer's report as submitted. 
 
 Farrell gave a staff report. 
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Haines, seconded by Meredith, the treasurer’s report was accepted by a 
unanimous vote. 

 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT
 
2.  SUBJECT:  Foreclosure proceedings for Community Facilities District 1988-1.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-85 approving 
foreclosure proceedings to be initiated against properties delinquent in payment of the 2008-09 levy 
for Community Facilities District (“CFD”) 1988-1. 

 
 Accounting Manager Neeley gave a staff report. 
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Payne, Resolution No. 2009-85 was adopted by 
a unanimous vote. 
 

3. SUBJECT:  Foreclosure proceedings for 1999-1 Re-Assessment District. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No.2009-86 approving 
foreclosure proceedings to be initiated against properties delinquent in payment of the 2008-09 levy 
for 1999-1 Re-Assessment District. 
 

 Accounting Manager Neeley gave a staff report. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Meredith, seconded by Haines, Resolution No. 2009-86 was adopted 
by a unanimous vote. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
 
4. SUBJECT:  Phase 1 residential water meter implementation. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council adopt Resolution No. 2009-87 authorizing the 
city manager to execute a contract with HDR engineering in an amount not to exceed $50,000 for 
procurement documents and implementation assistance for the Water Meter Implementation Project, 
Phase 1. 
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 Halladay gave a staff report.  Payne asked if the fixed network radio read had been checked out with 

other jurisdictions utilizing the technology.  Halladay said the consultant had.  He said there could be 
bugs, but the technology was getting better.  Halladay said the fixed network radio read system had 
several advantages over the drive by radio read system but in the short term was more expensive.  
Haines asked how the billing system worked with the fixed network and the need for additional 
staffing.  Halladay indicated the billing process was one of the things they would be looking into and 
it would be as automated as possible.  Behrmann indicated that the need for additional staffing in 
finance was due to the projected increase in phone calls relating to the metered billing.  Haines said 
his understanding was that the average water bill would be reduced with the use of meters.  Halladay 
said no.  He explained that the cost of the technology would be a part of every water bill so usage 
would have to be reduced significantly to reduce the overall water bill.  He also said they would bring 
back a rate adjustment at a later time.  Payne asked about the billing of mobile home parks and was 
told it was billed to the owner and then was passed on to the renters.  Haines said the parks were 
already on a master metered system.   

 
 Mike Guttridge said he put in a water meter in Elk Grove and his summer water bill doubled. 
 

ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Haines, Resolution No. 2009-87 was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. 

 
ADJOURN AND RECONVENE TO THE GALT CITY COUNCIL. 
 
CITY CLERK'S REPORT:  Aguire gave a list of upcoming events. 
 
1. SUBJECT:  League of California Cities Conference - designation of voting delegate. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the city council appoint a voting representative and up to two 
alternates as the city's voting delegate at the League Conference in September. 
 
Council designated Shelton as voting delegate with Aguire as an alternate. 
 
ACTION: Upon a motion by Payne, seconded by Meredith, the selection of Shelton and Aguire was 
approved by a unanimous vote. 

 
COMMENTS BY STAFF:  Behrmann indicated they had received draft guidelines for the federal energy 
efficiency block grant.  The amount awarded would be based on per capita and un-employment rate with the 
City eligible for approximately $140,000.  Behrmann said once the guidelines were finalized, staff would 
come back to council for direction regarding the use of the funds. 
 
COMMENTS BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
VICE MAYOR PAYNE said she attended the grand opening of the Kaiser Trauma Center along with 
Council Member Meredith.  She said she attended the mayor’s forum on the HCP.  Meredith informed her 
that a presentation was made to council by the county in February of this year.  Payne indicated she had 
reviewed the video tape of that meeting and said the presentation had not addressed what she was concerned 
about and had been more about the Delta water project.  Shelton indicated the county would be in attendance 
at the September 15th council meeting and make a status report on the HCP 
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COUNCIL MEMBER CLARE said he attended an event at the Amtrak Station for cleaner, upgraded 
equipment.  He said he changed jobs and would suggest to the SACOG Board to choose someone else as chair 
next year.  He said he would remain on the board, if council wished, but not as chair.   
 
COUNCIL MEMBER HAINES: 
 

3. SUBJECT: Police Report – June, 2009.  Haines commended CAPS for the number of parking tickets 
they wrote.  He thanked them for their volunteer hours.   

 
Haines said he and Behrmann met with Guttridge regarding Delta Greens.  He attended the Historical 
Society’s Night in Italy dinner.  He asked that the mayor’s forums be held later in the day or evening.  Shelton 
said it was previously agreed that one council member and the mayor would sit with the developers and said it 
was not intended for all council to attend.  He said he realized it was a special occasion because of the HCP, 
but it was not intended for all council.  He said the future mayor’s forums would be invitation only.  Haines 
said he did not want to attend them all, just one occasionally.  Shelton suggested a special meeting instead of 
a mayor’s forum. 
 
Discussion ensued that council attended because of the HCP.  Meredith said if it was beneficial to the entire 
council, it needed to come to council and not developers at 3:30 p.m. in the afternoon.  Shelton understood 
but added that the intent was for the developers by invitation only. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER MEREDITH attended the Galt Community Crusade, attended the Kaiser Trauma 
Center grand opening, attended the mayor’s development forum and said he was disappointed that it became a 
bashing session, attended an event by Angelo Skopelos welcoming Driscoll University to the region, and 
thanked Geothel for his in-depth report as the Mosquito & Vector Control Board representative.  He 
questioned a memo about an outstanding balance due from Delta Greens and asked about the status.  
Anderson said he would get back to Meredith. 
 
MAYOR SHELTON said he attended the Historical Society dinner and National Night Out. 
 
Aguire thanked the Sacramento Yolo Mosquito and Vector District for their donation of “Off” wipes to be 
given to participants of National Night Out. 
 
There being no further business to come before council, the meeting was adjourned by the mayor at 8:23 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Aguire 
 


